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Remembrance Sunday
This Event was cancelled due 
to Covid-19 but thanks to the 
Reverend Rob Iveson, Davenham 
Royal British Legion and all 
those groups from the village we 
were able to hold this Annual 
Event with some detailed timings 
and organisation. It was Live 
Streamed on the Parish Council 
Facebook page and Davenham 
Life page to enable those who 
were able to still see this special 
event.

Christmas tree lighting
Another Event cancelled due to 
Covid-19! But the show went on 
and the Parish Council made this 
event a live stream event. The 
new lights were extended into 
the Village Garden on either side 
of the tree.

The Christmas Tree was 
provided by Davenham Scouts 
and with the help of David Bibby, 
J Stubbs and Sons, Councillors 
and Volunteers, the tree was 
installed in line with restrictions 
and a magical setting was created 
for the Live Streamed ‘switch on’ 
Event. 

Thanks to Jamie Pasquill and 
Susan Tutt for their skills 
enabling the Live Stream and to 
Donna Wain who arranged for 
Father Christmas to attend and 
switch the lights on for us.

The lights remained on until 
January, which saw us through 
to the end of a very difficult year 
and into a new and hopefully 
safer one.

What happened to 2020

A year that was taken by 
Covid-19.  A year that saw us all 
locked down. A year that kept us 
away from family and friends , 
businesses shut to the public and 
people working from home.

Hopefully the end to this 
dreadful virus is in sight and 
soon we will be able to live our 
lives as normally as is possible.

Here in Davenham we still 
managed to have a few highlights 
in those dark times, look at what 
we achieved:

VE Day celebrations
This saw the whole village have 
the most amazing distanced and 
Covid-19 friendly celebration 
of such a posthumous event. 

Everyone celebrated together but 
separately in their own gardens. 
Bunting, Banners, Music, Picnics 
and fancy dress made this a 
much needed social occasion for 
the first time in many months, 
proving yet again that Davenham 
Village is a very friendly and 
social village.

Bulb planting
Councillors and volunteers 
planted over 56Kg of bulbs 
around areas of the village in 
readiness for the Spring and to 
brighten what had been a tough 
year. This year saw new bulbs 
planted around the entrance to 
Hartford Road from the A556. 
The results were everything we 
had hoped for and the display 
was beautiful a few months later.
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Where are we now in 2021

Butchers Stile field
Work started on Butchers Stile 
pathways in December 2020 
but due to the exceptionally bad 
weather this was postponed mid 
construction. Then as soon as 
weather permitted, work began 
again in between the rain and 
storms that we encountered for 
the next two months.

This work has since progressed 
to incorporate a large Grass Grid 
Parking area to enable all using 
the field to park safely and away 
from the residential areas close 
by. A first for the Village and a 
much needed facility.

The BMX Track is well underway 
and should be finished and ready 
by the Summer School Holidays.

The Childrens Play Area will be 
updated to include a multi-use 
swing and a Snakes and Ladders 
Game in Mosaic which can be 
played by the young children.

All of the above will have the 
added protection of CCTV which 
we hope to install in the next 
couple of months.

Laburnum playing field
The Pathways all around the 
field were upgraded and made 
accessible for use throughout all 
seasons. The ginnel to Church 
Street was also upgraded and 
the barrier removed to enable 
use by prams and wheelchairs 
etc. Improvement also in the 
Grove footpath with thanks to 
Jan Johnson and Freda for their 
planting and support and a hard 
surface will be laid in the autumn 
to make the path more accessible 
in the winter months.

Also a Wildflower Meadow has 
been seeded in two areas of the 
park to offer extra colour and 
to support our Wildlife thanks 
to financial help from Cheshire 
West and Chester Council. Work 
has also started on improving 
and updating the benches, bark 
around play equipment and 
children’s play area matting.

Speeding
The Parish Council is working 
closely with the Police and the 
PCSO Lee Robertson to combat 
the increasing problem of 
speeding in our Village.

The PCSO is maintaining regular 
Speed Monitoring all around 
the Village and now the Parish 
Council has purchased it own 
Speed Gun and supports the 
PCSO in regular Monitoring 
sessions. These sessions have 
highlighted the problem areas 
and the Police are acting on our 
findings.

We are also in talks with Cheshire 
West and Chester Council to 
repaint the road speed signs, no 
entry and give way signs to alert 
drivers to the legislation of the 
roads in our Village.

Davenham Parish Council will be 
pushing for a new Traffic Survey 
to be done in the Village later this 
year.

If you are interested in helping 
the Councillors with the Speed 
Monitoring sessions please 
contact the Clerk on
clerk@davenhampc.org.uk

The village fountain
For many, many years Keith 
Jolley has very kindly tended to 
the garden around the Fountain. 
Keith is now taking a step back 
from this and Davenham Parish 
Council would like to thank 
Keith, and indeed, Jean Jolley 
most sincerely for all their hard 
work over the years and wish 
them well for the future. We will 
continue to tend the gardens and 
hope that they continue to be at 
the excellent standard that Keith 
kept them.

Village gardener
The Parish Council has 
contracted a new Village 
Gardener, Danny Rayner to 
service a full schedule of work 
around the Village. If you have 
any areas you feel need attention 
please do not hesitate to contact 
the Clerk.

Parish councillors
We have two new Councillors 
following the resignations of Cllr 
Cath Salt and Cllr Jamie Pasquill 
earlier this year. Both Councillors 
will be sorely missed and have 
given great strength over the 
years to our Council. Welcome 
to our new Councillors, Cllr Ruth 
Wood and Cllr Graham Aitken.
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What is to come in 2022

Village garden
This is a large overhaul of 
the Gardens which will span 
2021/22 to incorporate a new 
wall around the garden covered 
in a Mosaic depicting all the 
groups, clubs and Associations 
we have here in Davenham.

The wall can be viewed from 
the newly arranged garden and 
viewing walkway which will be 
created.

The Christmas Tree will be 
located in its usual place in the 
centre of the garden.

This work will be phased over a 
12 to 24 month period and the 
Mosaic will be the centrepiece 
and be the work of Jan Johnson 
and members of the Community. 

Davenham Royal British 
Legion
The venue has undergone 
an amazing transformation 
throughout, with our stunning 
new look and our community 
commitments to supporting 
the residents and the village we 
hope to work with many local 
groups and residents to show 

case the best of community 
spirit. We have a function room 
that can comfortably hold 80 
people which has recently been 
refurbished to a high level 
enabling us to bring guests to the 
village to celebrate those family 
occasions.

This venture is aimed at 
combatting issues including 
social isolation, mental health, 
food poverty, and offering 
help and support for new and 
expectant parents and single 
parents. Our aim is to be able 
to provide a local level support 
network within the village that 
will be run independently by 
locals who wish to engage and 
become involved.

Funds raised will be reinvested 
in the village helping to improve 
local facilities for young and old 
alike.

By working cross party with 
other community level support 
groups, we will be able to 
combat social issues and help 
to residents in need of that 
extra bit of support – This is 
run independently of any other 
group or organisation and is here 
for residents to be involved in, 
and shape the venture into their 
community.

We would also be able to offer 
volunteering opportunities and 
work experience for younger 
residents. If you are interested in 
becoming involved, please call us 
on 01606 43466.

If you are interested in becoming 
involved and helping and 
supporting the legion, why not 
join up – (not needed for private 
functions & tribute nights)
But if you do wish to join, please 
call – 0800 307 7773.

Annual membership is £21 and 
£17 goes to the legion and then 
you pay £4 to the venue which 
you redeem throughout the year 
with discounted drink prices 

and social nights. If you are 
interested, please just nip in, and 
see us this is not an exclusive 
members club, so non-members 
are allowed so pop along and say 
hello.

We hold regular volunteer days, 
members nights, tribute nights, 
quizzes, and we are looking at 
launching a film night/day for 
families showing a wide range of 
movies if this is something you 
are interested in?

With so much on offer with our 
free play pool table & Dartboard 
and the X Box 360 in the poppy 
lounge we have so much to offer 
for those who are looking for 
something different.

And with the recent purchase of 
our new projector and 130 inch 
screen we will make any event 
an experience to remember with 
American audio sound system to 
ensure you do not miss a thing.  
If you wish to get involved with 
any of the community events of 
the club, please call us on 01606 
43466.



General news

Davenham Junior Football 
Club

With many 
children suffering 
from extended 
lockdowns the 
opportunity to 
return to football 
was greatly 

anticipated in the Davenham 
area. With 17 teams aged from 
5 to 18, it was always going to 
be a challenge to get the teams 
playing again. With the local 
educational establishments 
closed, Davenham Parish Council 
and Bostock Hall Estate came to 
the rescue. All the pitches were, 
as expected, in great condition 
and with the improvements to 
Butchers Stile we will have one of 
the best pitches in the local area. 
With a great ramp track and park 
for substitutes and siblings. 

With strict Covid-19 risk 
assessments for both players and 
spectators, the gradual return 
to normality began with a few 
teething problems. Sanitising 
the ball, not sharing bibs, only 6 
allowed in a group and certainly 
no tackling or heading. Gradually 
the restrictions relaxed and we 

got back to playing matches. 
Only for another lockdown to 
occur, in Dec. Returning in the 
Spring initially with training but 
quickly returning to matches. 

On both returns from lockdown 
seeing the youngsters all running 
around again as their siblings 
played in the park or running 
around the spare grass, brought 
a smile to everyone’s faces. It 
is a time like this when you 
recognise the importance of a 
local community. The Parish 
Council supporting the return 
to grassroots football, alongside 
many volunteer coaches who 
rose to the challenge of learning 
how to write and implement risk 
assessments and complete track 
and trace. Consistently ensuring 
all the players were lining up to 
receive a squirt of hand sanitiser 
like they were receiving free 
sweets. 

Speaking to the coaches and I 
know with my team getting back 
out to play football with friends 
had a massive impact on well 
being and helped many get back 
into having contact with friends 
again.

You could see the initial anxiety 
and nervousness evaporate with 
every training session or match 
as confidence returned. 

It has also been a big change for 
the structure of Davenham JFC 
with Chairman Dave Thomas 
and Paula Colloby passing over 
the reins of Chairman, Secretary 
and Treasurer. They have done 
a fantastic job the last few years 
and leave the club in a very 
strong position both financially 
and with youth participation. 

The new management team 
are taking over this month and 
look forward to introducing 
themselves and the big plans 
they have working with the 
Parish Council for the next few 
years.

As always, the club encourages 
both boys and girls to come and 
play for the club. In particular, 
the Dribblers which is the 
starting point for 5 and 6 year 
olds to begin their Davenham 
football journey right through to 
the age of 18.

If interested in joining DJFC 
please contact Nicholas Lewis on 
nicklewis21@hotmail.com. 

Davenham Cricket Club
Davenham Cricket Club is at the 
heart of the community, situated 
off Hartford Road, catering for 
all ages starting with our All 
Stars through to U19s, 4 senior 
teams and a ladies team.

The club is open 7 days a week 
from 4.30 featuring a range 
of beers from local breweries, 
benefiting from Sky and BT 
sports and is always welcoming 
to new members.

The club is available to hire 
for private functions although 
these have been curtailed during 
Covid-19 restrictions.

For further information 
please visit our website www.
davenham.play-cricket.com
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First Davenham Scout 
Group
The Group are continuing 
with the plans to construct a 
new building on the land at 
Peckmill Wood. Working with 
professional consultants we 
are undertaking a number of 
surveys and developing a design 
for the building which we will 
share with local stakeholders 
prior to submitting a planning 
application later in 2021. In the 
meantime we are continuing 
our conservation work on 
the land at Peckmill with 
hedge management and land 
management. Many villagers 
commented on how much better 
the roadside hedge now looks 
and it has improved the footpath. 
This work was undertaken by 
our volunteers and supported 
by free native saplings from the 
Woodland Trust.

Our membership numbers 
continue to increase for all the 
sections with a waiting list for 
the Beaver and Scout sections. 
As a Group we rely entirely on 
volunteers to become Beaver, 
Cub or Scout leaders helping to 
organise and run the activities 
for the three sections. We are 
currently in urgent need of new 
leaders to help with the Cub 
section, which covers the age 
range 8 to 10 ½ years. If you 
can spare a few hours a week to 
volunteer, please contact us.

The Group offers a wide range of 
activities for young people from 
the ages of 6 to 14 years, over the 
last few weeks this has included 
raft building, bike rides, camping 
skills and camp cooking. The 
Peckmill site provides excellent 
opportunities for outdoor 
activities, including learning 
about mini beasts, frogs, trees 
and wildflowers.

Fundraising has been difficult 
over the last 18 months, but we 
recently organised a fundraising 
plant sale and we will be hoping 
to organise many other events 
in the future as and when 
permitted. The plant sale was 
well supported by the village 
and raised much needed funds. 

Those who shop online can 
support us via www.smile.
amazon.co.uk (choose 1st 
Davenham (Church).

Davenham Clean Team
Davenham now has over 19 
volunteers who have joined our 
newly formed ‘Clean Team’ 

The Village was divided into 
four zones to ensure all areas 
were covered and when they 
met back in April 2021, the 
teams filled many bags with 
litter, recycling into specific 
coloured bags as they went. The 
filled bags were left at specific 
collection points.  This group 
of like-minded volunteers will 
meet monthly to work their way 
around the Village litter picking. 
If you would like to join the 
group, please contact the Clerk at 
clerk@davenhampc.org.uk.

HS2 update
Four of our Davenham Parish 
Councillors have formed a sub-
committee to react, respond 
and follow the HS2 plans and 
progress.

HS2 are arranging for all the 
information regarding its 
plans, to be sent to us here in 
Davenham and it is the Parish 
Councils intention to host several 
viewing sessions to enable all 
those residents to attend that 
wish too.

We will send out invites to you 
all, publicise on our noticeboards 
and on the website when we have 
the details for you.
 
If you wish to track HS2 
developments yourself, here are 
a few web addresses to help you.

www.hs2.org.uk/
in-your-area/contact-us

www.gov.uk/
check-hs2-route

www.hs2.org.uk/
how-to-complainIf you are interested in supporting 

the Parish Council in any of our 
work, please contact Elaine at

clerk@davenhampc.org.uk
or any of the Councillors.



Dates for your diary 

Remembrance events
Thursday 11th November and
Sunday 14th November 2021. 
TBC.

Christmas light switch on
Saturday 4th December 2021.

Both subject to Covid-19 
Restrictions being lifted.

Keep a look out for updates of 
all projects and ‘Dates for your 
diary’ on the website, Village 
Noticeboard and Facebook.

How to contact
Davenham Parish 
Council

Email: clerk@davenhampc.org.uk
Telephone: 07707 627978

 Davenham Parish Council
www.davenhampc.org.uk 

All Parish Council meetings 
take place from 7.30pm at the 
Davenham British Legion, 
Firthfields. A session for the public 
to contribute starts at 7.15pm. 

Your Parish
Councillors 

Cllr. Elton Watson
07922 139634

Cllr. Ruth Wood
07793 670200

Cllr. Ian Ryder
Chair
07768 598821

Cllr. Andrew Hudson
07879 608616

Cllr. David Ravenscroft
01606 43161

Cllr. Paul Lee
07789 275881

Cllr. Paul Spare
077433 60044

Cllr. Trevor Tutt
Vice-Chair
07801 147892

Cllr. Graham Aitken
07973 922549 

Elaine Hamlett
Parish Clerk
07707 627978


