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1.0 Introduction
In accordance with European Directive 2001/42/EC and the requirements of the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004 (as
amended), this document is the screening determination of the need for Strategic
Environmental Assessment (SEA) for the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan. This
document also sets out the decision on whether separate screening and a Habitats
Regulations Assessment is required under European Directive 92/43/EEC and the
Conservation of Habitats and Species regulations 2010 (as amended).
Under the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004,
the responsible authority (i.e. the Local Planning Authority) must carry out an
environmental assessment for any plan or programme that is prepared for
agriculture, forestry, fisheries, energy, industry, transport, waste management, water
management, telecommunications, tourism, town and country planning or land use,
which sets the framework for future development consents of projects listed in Annex
I or II of Council Directive 83/337/EEC. It is likely that Development Plan Documents
(DPDs), such as the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies
and Neighbourhood Plans will require SEA as they will contain planning policies that
influence the above list of topics, and which will be used to determine planning
applications.
However, the regulations state that an environmental assessment need not be
carried out for a plan or programme which determines the use of a small area at a
local level unless it has been determined that the plan is likely to have significant
environmental effects.
The regulations advise that a screening process is used to determine whether or not
a plan is likely to have a significant effect on the environment. This process should
use a specified set of criteria (set out in Schedule 1 of the regulations). The results
of this process must be summarised in a SEA screening opinion, which is then sent
to the statutory consultation bodies for comment. Once comments have been taken
into account a screening determination is prepared setting out whether SEA is
required and reasons for the decision and this must be made publicly available.

A draft screening opinion was produced in December 2015 based upon the policies
set out in the draft Davenham and Whatcroft Neighbourhood Plan (December 2015).
The Council has a duty to consult four specified environmental organisations
(Natural England, Environment Agency and Historic England).
The statutory environmental bodies were consulted on 10th December 2015. Details
of the bodies consulted and the responses received are provided in Appendix 2.
Responses were received from the Environment Agency, Natural England and
Historic England, who agreed with the outcome of the initial screening exercise, that
SEA is not required or confirming that they had no further comments to make in this
regard. This final screening determination reflects the comments made during the
consultation.
The draft Neighbourhood Plan (February 2017) has been amended to reflect
consultation responses. This Strategic Environmental Assessment, Sustainability
Appraisal and Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening Determination has been
prepared to incorporate the working amendments made to the draft Neighbourhood
Plan.
Most of the amendments involved minor wording changes and do not change the
general aims or policy approach for the Neighbourhood Plan. It is not considered
that any of the amendments to the policies of the draft Neighbourhood Plan change
the assessment and conclusions within the initial screening opinion in December
2015.
Location and geographical scope of the Draft Davenham Neighbourhood Plan
The Davenham Neighbourhood Plan covers the Parish of Davenham. Davenham is
a village in mid-Cheshire located in the east of the borough of Cheshire West and
Chester. The Parish of Davenham comprises the village of Davenham and the small
hamlet of Whatcroft located to the south east of Davenham. Davenham Parish has a
population of 2,7451.
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Davenham lies to the south of the town of Northwich within the Northwich Urban
Area. Davenham’s northern boundary is the A556 Chester to Manchester trunk road
and the village straddles the old A533 London Road.

The A533 is now the village by-pass on the eastern side of the village. The A533
links the village directly to Middlewich, about 5km to the south, and the M6. Winsford
is 5km to the south west. Northwich Town Centre is around 2km to the north across
the A556.

The Trent and Mersey canal passes through part of the area beyond the River Dane
as does the Northwich to Crewe branch railway line. The main Crewe to Liverpool
railway line passes within the village boundary, along the Weaver valley. The village,
with the settlement of Whatcroft and the surrounding countryside has a pattern of
country footpaths, which link with other settlements.

The key issues identified in the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan can be grouped
around the key themes of (i) community life, (ii) environment (iii) business (iv)
education (v) traffic (vi) transport and (vii) Davenham village centre.
The community have identified the following objectives for the Davenham
Neighbourhood Plan to address:
Community
• To continue to provide the environment in which people want to live, supported by
the facilities and services that underpin the community’s lifestyle.
Environment
• To protect and enhance the wildlife and the substantially rural character of
Davenham Village, which is surrounded by green fields.
• To maintain the open environment of Davenham Parish
• To encourage small developments that reflect the eclectic mix of building styles so
that no one development overpowers the style or character of Davenham Village



To protect and enhance the character of the Trent and Mersey Conservation
Area.

Business
• To encourage businesses within Davenham Parish to thrive, including the
necessary communications infrastructure.
Education
• To ensure access to high quality education at the local school.
Traffic
• To deter through traffic by encouraging use of the by-pass.
• To ensure that the impact of traffic generated by future development is successfully
managed and that appropriate consideration is given to the highly constrained areas
of Davenham Village that are narrow, congested and predate modern volumes of
traffic, such as Church Street, Green Lane and the surrounding areas.
• To ensure Davenham Village is a safe place to live, work and travel within, being
able to cross the road without having to wait excessive times or take unacceptable
risks.
Davenham Village Centre
• To retain the character of the village centre
• To ensure that Davenham Village centre remains vibrant and continues to offer a
range of enhanced facilities.
Transport
• To encourage, where possible, improved public transport links.
Heritage


To protect and where possible enhance both designated and non designated
heritage assets and historic landscape character and put in place measures to
avoid or minimise impact or mitigate damage.



To encourage the preservation or restoration of original architectural details
such as cornices, fenestration, architraves etc as these are important to the
character of the conservation areas.

A map of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan Area is provided below:

Relationship to other plans and programmes
Once made, the Neighbourhood Plan will form part of development plan for Cheshire
West and Chester. The policy framework will not work in isolation. The
Neighbourhood Plan will work alongside the adopted Local Plan policies in place at
the time it is made.
The Neighbourhood Plan must have regard to national policy; be in general
conformity with the strategic policies in the adopted Local Plan; must contribute to
the achievement of sustainable development and meet EU obligations and human
rights requirements.
The current adopted Local Plan for the area is Cheshire West and Chester Local
Plan (Part One) – Strategic Policies (adopted January 2015). This plan sets out the
overall vision, strategic objectives, spatial strategy and strategic planning policies for

the borough to 2030. Some of the policies in the Vale Royal Borough Local Plan
(adopted 2006) and the Cheshire Replacement Minerals and Waste Local Plans are
to be retained alongside the Local Plan (Part One) until such time that they are to be
replaced by the Local Plan (Part Two) Land Allocations and Detailed Policies.
Preparation of the Local Plan (Part Two) began in Autumn 2014. A Preferred
Approach document was taken out for public consultation in August/September
2016.
The adopted Local Plan policy framework forms the baseline for the SEA and HRA
screening determination. It has considered the potential effects of the
Neighbourhood Plan over and above the current adopted Local Plan (Part One) and
the remaining policies in the Vale Royal Local Plan.
The key policies of the Local Plan that are applicable to Davenham are:


STRAT1 (Sustainable Development);



STRAT2 (Strategic Development);



STRAT5 (Northwich);



STRAT9 (Green Belt and countryside);



STRAT10 (Transport and Accessibility);



STRAT11 (Infrastructure);



ENV 2 (Landscape)



ENV 5 (Historic Environment)



ENV6 (High Quality Design and Sustainable Construction)
and the suite of economic, social and environmental policies accompanying
them.

The Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies has been subject to a Sustainability
Appraisal incorporating the requirements of the Strategic Assessment Directive and
a screening exercise under the Habitats Directive. This determination has
considered the effects of the neighbourhood plan in this context. The Sustainability
Appraisal of the Local Plan (Part One) sets out the impacts of the strategic policies
that apply to Davenham.

Scope of Neighbourhood Plan
The Davenham Neighbourhood Plan seeks to build upon the policy framework in the
Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies. It has the following vision and objectives:
The Vision for Davenham
Davenham Parish will continue to be a pleasant place to live, building on its rural feel
and distinctive character including green spaces and historic core, and will be
maintained and enhanced in line with the wishes of the community.

Expansion should occur in a proportionate manner, as it has done over the past
century. It will be a greener village where members of the community can enjoy a
good quality of life and a flourishing natural environment.

The objectives which the Davenham Plan seeks to address are set out above.
The draft plan includes a suite of policies for each of the following themes (i) village
character, (ii) housing location (iii) sustainability and local need (iv) building
sustainability (v) landscape and protected areas (vi) wildlife (vii) general issues.
These policies work within the strategic framework set by the Local Plan (Part One)
Strategic Policies. The proposed policies in the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan do
not propose a level of development outside of the levels proposed in the local plan or
significantly alter the planning policy position for the area, nor does the plan allocate
specific sites for development. It provides local level guidance on how the future
development set by the Local Plan should come forward.
2.0 Strategic Environmental Assessment Screening and Determination

Legislative background and methodology
European Directive 2001/42/EC (the SEA Directive) requires a Strategic
Environmental Assessment to be carried out for certain plans and programmes to
assess their effects on the environment. This Directive was transposed in law by the
Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.

The Davenham Neighbourhood Plan fall within the scope of this legislation as it is a
plan prepared for town and country planning or land use and will set the framework
for future development consent of projects, in accordance with Part 3(2) of the SEA
Directive. However, Neighbourhood Plans are land use planning documents
prepared at the local level to determine land use in a small area.
Under Article 3(3) of the SEA Directive and Part 5(6) of the Environmental
Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004, SEA is only required for
documents that determine land use of a small area at local level and minor
modifications to plans and programmes where it is considered that it is likely to have
significant environmental effects. Assessment of whether the plan is likely to have
significant environmental effects is carried out through the screening process.
If SEA is required, the assessment is usually incorporated into a Sustainability
Appraisal, which includes environmental factors as required under the SEA Directive,
along with social and economic factors.

Screening methodology
The role of the screening exercise is to determine whether the implementation of a
plan or programme is likely to have a significant effect on the environment.
The criteria for assessing whether a plan or programme is likely to have a significant
environmental effect are set out in Annex II of the SEA Directive and Schedule 1 of
the Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004.
The assessment criteria used to determine whether a plan or programme will have
significant environmental effects are separated into two categories:


those relating to the characteristics of the plan; and



those relating to the characteristics of the plan’s effects and of the area likely
to be affected.

The assessment of the draft Neighbourhood Plan against the criteria relating to the
characteristics of the plan is set out in Table 1 and the assessment against the

criteria relating to the characteristics of the plans effects and the area likely to be
affected is set out in Table 2.
In order to assist with completion of Table 1, Table 2 and identification of the likely
significance of effects, an assessment has been undertaken of each policy in the
Neighbourhood Plan, its potential effects and its relationship to Local Plan (Part One)
Strategic Policies and retained policies in the Vale Royal Local Plan and the
Cheshire Replacement Minerals and Waste Local Plans. This helps to assess the
impact that the Neighbourhood Plan will have above and beyond the impact of
existing Local Plan policies. This assessment is set out in the table at Appendix 1.
For the purposes of this screening exercise significant is defined as:
“Something that is sufficiently large or important and is of greater scale than the
neighbourhood level.”
The other key part of the Neighbourhood Plan screening has been to consider the
context of its preparation and its interaction with the higher tier development plan the Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies for Cheshire West and Chester and the
retained policies of the Chester District and Vale Royal Local Plans (both adopted
2006). In order to inform this assessment a review of the anticipated effects of the
draft policies and their relationship to policies at the Local Plan level was carried out.
This is set out table 3 in appendix 1 to this report. Table 3 sets out the exact nature
of the neighbourhood plan policies and how they interact with the Local Plan. In
summary the characteristics of the plan policies mean that:
•

Any effects of them are likely to be small scale, local at the neighbourhood

level.
•

Many of the policies seek to minimise and control the impacts of new

development.
•

The plan does not set the level of development for the area. It identifies a

settlement boundary to enable the housing requirement for Kelsall in the Local Plan
(Part One) Strategic Policies to be accommodated.
•

The Plan allocates two sites within the centre of the settlement for mixed use

development and retirement homes. Any effects are dependent on the detailed

nature of proposals coming forward. The sites are both relatively small and the policy
requires the retention of a significant proportion of open space. The environmental
effects at this stage are not likely to be significant.
•

The Plan identifies areas of local greenspace and includes policies relating to

biodiversity, trees and protection of the character of the area. These policies are
likely to have a beneficial effect for landscape, biodiversity and population and
human health.
•

Policies in the Plan aim to protect and enhance the conservation area and

listed buildings in the village, and as such are likely to have a beneficial effect on
culture and heritage.

Table 1: Assessment of the significant environmental effects of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan
1. Characteristics of the plan

Significant
environmental
effect?

The degree to which the

The Neighbourhood Plan is a local level land use planning document to

plan or programme sets a

determine land use in a small area. Once made, it will work within the planning

framework for projects and

policy framework of the Local Plan for the borough.

other activities, either with
regard to the location,
nature, size and operating
conditions or by allocating
resources

The Neighbourhood Plan will provide a local planning policy framework for
Davenham that will become part of the development plan for Cheshire West and
Chester. It is required to be in general conformity with the strategic policies of
the adopted Local Plan. The Davenham Neighbourhood Plan will not impact on
the strategic location, nature, size and operating conditions of new development
over and above that set by the adopted Local Plan for the borough nor does it
allocate sites for development. It will however provide local level guidance
within the strategic framework on the nature of development in the Davenham
Neighbourhood Area should be brought forward and the mitigation and
enhancement measures required in order to minimise any impacts. The
Neighbourhood Plan policies will work alongside the strategic policies in the
development plan; other development management measures and
environmental protection legislation.

No

The degree to which the

The Neighbourhood Plan will be the lowest level of planning policy for the area.

plan or programme

It has to be in general conformity with the strategic policies of the adopted Local

influences other plans and

Plan and must contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. It will

No

programmes including those therefore have limited influence over changing the policies in plans at the higher
in a hierarchy

strategic level or lead to the development of further plans below it.

The relevance of the plan or

The Neighbourhood Plan is required, as one of the basic condition tests, to

programme for the

contribute to the achievement of sustainable development.

integration of environmental

condition is met will be tested during the examination of the Neighbourhood

considerations in particular

Plan. However, the framework for the promotion of sustainable development is

with a view to promoting

set by the Government’s Strategy for Sustainable Development, the National

sustainable development

Planning Policy Framework and the policies in the adopted Local Plan for the

No

Whether this basic

borough. The Neighbourhood Plan will have limited influence over changing the
sustainable development policies in plans and policies at the higher strategic
level.
Environmental problems

The Sustainability Appraisal Scoping Report for the Local Plan Part One is a

relevant to the plan or

comprehensive overview of the issues in Cheshire West and Chester. There

programme

are no specific additional environmental problems identified for the Davenham

No

area.
The relevance of the plan or

The Neighbourhood Development Plan will have no direct role in the delivery of

programme for the

community legislation on the environment. It does include policies relating to

No

implementation of

protection of biodiversity and building sustainability. These policies however, fit

Community legislation on

with the strategic framework provided by the Local Plan (Part One). The

the environment (e.g. plans

Neighbourhood Plan has been subject to Habitats Regulation Assessment

and programmes linked to

screening as set out in part 2 of this document.

waste-management or water
protection)

Table 2: Characteristics of the plan’s effects and of the area likely to be affected
(Schedule 1 Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the environment, The Environmental Assessment of Plans and Programmes Regulations 2004)
Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Potential
benefits to
population and
human health

Probably
difficult to
assess as
depends on
the scale
and nature
of the
development
. Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.

Each new
development has the
potential to benefit
the local population
and health but would
be dependent on the
nature and scale of
the development.
Cumulatively several
developments may be
able to realise and
bring about
community benefits
that one development
in isolation may not.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level

None

None

None

None

No

Each new
development has the
potential to benefit
the local population.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo

None

None

None

None identified
– see HRA
screening.

No

Specific sites
and
schemes are
not allocated
within this
Plan.

Benefits to
population and
human health

2

Impacts are
dependent
on the
nature,

The assessment here has considered whether the effect of the policy goes beyond the UK and impacts upon other EU territories. Given scale and nature of
Neighbourhood Plan the effects are not considered to be transboundary.

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

of new housing
and economic
development,
including local
affordable
housing and
housing to
meet local
needs.

scale, and
details of
proposed
development
, however
the plan
does allow
for some
limited
housing.
Proposals
are likely to
be regular
but not
frequent,
Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.

There would be
greater potential to
maximise these
benefits if several
developments could
have a synergistic
cumulative effect.

Protection and
enhancement
of community
assets and
infrastructure.

Probability
difficult to
assess as
depends on
proposals
coming
forward.
Impacts
could be
seen in the
short,
medium and

New development
has potential to
strengthen and
enhance community
assets and improve
infrastructure.

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

None

None

None

Potential
positive impact
on conservation
area.

No

d level.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

long term
and could be
reversed.

Protection and
enhancement
of PROW and
open space
provision for
the local
population

Probability is
difficult to
assess as
dependent
on the
nature,
scale, and
details of
proposed
development
, however
proposals
are likely to
be
infrequent.
Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.

Each new
development has the
potential to benefit
the local population.
There would be
greater potential to
maximise these
benefits if several
developments could
have a synergistic
cumulative effect.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None identified
– see HRA
screening.

No

Potential effects
(loss or harm) to
cultural heritage
assets and the
village character

Low,
infrequent
probability.
Neighbourho
od Plan
objectives
aim to
protect and

Cumulative effects
are dependent on the
precise nature and
location of new
developments coming
forward.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

Davenham has
a Conservation
Area, so has
cultural heritage
value.

None

None

Potential
positive impacts
on protection of
the character of
the village and
the Davenham
Conservation

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

enhance the
built setting
and
character of
Davenham.
Policies aim
to ensure
designs are
sensitive to
the setting of
the
conservation
area and
listed
buildings.
Effects
would be
short,
medium and
long term.

Biodiversity
loss

Low
probability
and
infrequent as
neighbourho
od plan
policies seek
to enhance
and protect
biodiversity.
However,
biodiversity

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Area.

Each new
development has the
potential to weaken
ecological
networks/systems.
Potential cumulative
effect with other
development in
borough.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None identified

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

loss would
have long
term impacts
and they
would be
irreversible.

Enhancement
and protection
of biodiversity

High
probability
and would
occur as
each new
development
comes
forward.
Neighbourho
od plan
policies seek
to enhance
and protect
biodiversity.

Potential to add to
biodiversity loss and
to weaken ecological
networks/systems.
Potential cumulative
effect with other
development in
borough.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None identified.

No

Effects on land
and resources
(soil)

Probability
difficult to
assess as
depends on
proposals
coming
forward and
on the scale
and nature
of the
development

Cumulative effects
are dependent on the
precise nature and
location of new
developments coming
forward. New
development could
result in some
cumulative
development (loss) of
greenfield land, or the

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

. Effect could
be short,
medium or
long term
depending
on the
nature of the
proposals.
Policies
could result
in some loss
of greenfield
land, or the
redevelopme
nt of
previously
developed
land.

reuse of existing
buildings.

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

None

None

Local, small
scale at

None

None

None

None

No

The
Neighbourho
od Plan is
supportive of
development
of brownfield
sites and
resists the
development
of greenfield
sites.
Potential effects
on landscape

Low,
infrequent

Potential negative
impact of

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

(loss or harm)
and protection
and
enhancement of
the landscape

probability.
Neighbourho
od Plan
objectives
aim to
ensure
sensitive
sustainable
development
that protects
and enriches
the
landscape
and built
setting of the
village.
Policies
recognise
the value of
Local Green
Space and
landscape
and key
gaps
between
villages. .
Effects
would be
short,
medium and
long term.

development,
however criteria have
been included to
ensure this is limited
and the Plan
identifies Local Green
Space.

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

neighbourhoo
d level.

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Effect on climatic
factors and water

Low
infrequent
probability.
Policy
supports
sustainable
design and
construction
to
incorporate
energy
conservation
and
resource/wat
er efficiency
measures.
Effects
would be
long term.

None

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None

No

Management
and mitigation
of traffic
impacts

Probability
difficult to
assess as
depends on
proposals
coming
forward.
Policy
supports
minimising
and
managing
traffic

None as the effect
should be to reduce
and manage
cumulative traffic
impact as a result if
new development.

None

None

Local, small
scale at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None identified
– see HRA
screening and
no impact on
Conservation
Area.

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

There is a potential
small positive
cumulative effect.
However,
development contrary
to these policies
could have a large
negative cumulative
effect.

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at
neighbourhoo
d level.

Davenham
includes a
Conservation
Area so has
cultural heritage
value.

None

None

None

No

impacts of
development
on the
village.
Impacts
could be
seen in the
short,
medium and
long term
and could be
reversed. .

Retention and
protection of
views

Low
probability
as unlikely to
be large
scale
development
in the village.
The Plan
protects
countryside
outside the
settlement
boundary
through
policy criteria
and
designating
Local Green
Space.
Impacts

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

would be
permanent
and long
term.

Positive
impacts of
design on
human health

Probably
difficult to
assess as
depends on
the scale
and nature
of the
development
. Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.
The plan
includes
policy to
guide high
quality
design in
new
development
s.

There is a potential
small positive
cumulative effect.
However,
development contrary
to these policies
could have a negative
cumulative effect.

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None

No

Improvement to
human health
through

Probability is
difficult to
assess as

Each new
development has the
potential to benefit

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at

None

None

None

None

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

increased
walking and
cycling

dependent
on the
nature,
scale, and
details of
proposed
development
, however
proposals
are likely to
be
infrequent.
Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.
Policies are
included in
the plan to
encourage
access to
the
countryside
and access
to
development
sites by
walking and
cycling and
the
protection of

the local population.
There would be
greater potential to
maximise these
benefits if several
developments could
have a synergistic
cumulative effect.

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

neighbourhoo
d level.

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

PROW.

Potential
impact on
climate through
carbon
reduction by
promoting the
use of public
transport

Probability is
difficult to
assess as
dependent
on the
nature,
scale, and
details of
proposed
development
, however
proposals
are likely to
be
infrequent.
Impacts
would be
long term
and
irreversible.
Policies are
included in
the plan to
promote the
use of public
transport.

Each new
development has the
potential to benefit
the local population.
There would be
greater potential to
maximise these
benefits if several
developments could
have a synergistic
cumulative effect.

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at
neighbourhoo
d level.

None

None

None

None

No

Improving
safety

Probability
difficult to
assess as
depends on

None as the effect
should be to reduce
and manage
cumulative traffic

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at
neighbourhoo

None

None

None

None

No

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Loss of
greenfield land

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

proposals
coming
forward.
Policy
supports
minimising
and
managing
traffic
impacts of
development
on the
village.
Impacts
could be
seen in the
short,
medium and
long term
and could be
reversed. .

impact as a result if
new development and
in turn improve safety

Probability
difficult to
assess as
depends on
proposals
coming
forward and
on the scale
and nature
of the
development

Cumulative effects
are dependent on the
precise nature and
location of new
developments coming
forward. New
development could
result in some
cumulative
development (loss) of

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

None

None

None

None

No

d level.

None

None

Local, small
scale impact,
at
neighbourhoo
d level.

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Effect could
be short,
medium or
long term
depending
on the
nature of the
proposals.
Policies
could result
in some loss
of greenfield
land, or the
redevelopme
nt of
previously
developed
land.
Policies are
in place
however to
protect
countryside
outside
settlement
boundaries
from
development
other than
that requiring
a
countryside
location.

greenfield land.

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Identified effects of
the proposed
policies (see
Appendix 1)

Probability,
duration,
frequency
and
reversibility
of the effects

Local Green
Spaces have
also been
identified
through the
plan.
The
Neighbourho
od Plan is
supportive of
development
of brownfield
sites and
resists the
development
of greenfield
sites.

Cumulative nature of
the effects

Transboundary
nature of
the
effects2

Risks to
human health
or the
environment
(e.g. due to
accidents)

Magnitude and
spatial extent
of the effects
(geographical
area and size of
the population
likely to be
affected)

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely to
be affected due
to the effect on
special natural
characteristics or
cultural heritage

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
environ-mental
quality
standards or
limit values

Value and
vulnerability of
the area likely
to be affected
due to the
effect on
intensity of
land-use

Effects on areas
or landscapes
which have a
recognised
national,
Community or
international
protection status

Significa
nt
environm
ental
effect?

Conclusion
In accordance with Part 2(9) of the Environmental Assessment of Plans and
Programmes Regulations Cheshire West and Chester consider that it is unlikely
there will be any significant environmental effects arising from the Davenham
Neighbourhood Plan. A Strategic Environmental Assessment of the Davenham
Neighbourhood Plan is therefore not required.
It is acknowledged that the strategic planning policies for the Davenham area set out
in the Local Plan (Part One) for Cheshire West and Chester may have the potential
for significant environmental effects. However, these policies have been subject to
Strategic Environmental Assessment as set out in the Sustainability Appraisal of the
Local Plan (Part One) and no further assessment is required.

3.0 Habitats Regulations Assessment Screening

Legislative background
The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010 (as amended in 2012)
transposed the requirements of the European Habitats Directive 92/43/EEC into UK
law. The Habitats Directive and Regulations afford protection to plants, animals and
habitats that are rare and vulnerable in a European context.
Habitats Regulations Assessment (HRA) is a systematic process through which the
performance of a plan or project can be assessed for its likely impact on the integrity
of a European Site. European Sites, also referred to as Natura 2000 sites, consist of
Special Protection Areas (SPA), Special Areas of Conservation (SAC); Potential
Special Protection Areas and candidate Special Areas of Conservation (pSPA and
cSAC); and listed or proposed Ramsar sites.
Article 6(3) of the Habitats Directive states that any plan or project not directly
connected with or necessary to the management of the site but likely to have a
significant effect thereon, either individually or in combination with other plans and
projects, shall be subject to appropriate assessment of its implications for the site in
view of the site’s conservation objectives.
The first stage of HRA is to screen a plan or programme to identify if there are likely
to be any significant effects on Natura 2000 sites. This will indicate whether a full
Appropriate Assessment is required. The regulations require that the impacts and
effects of any land use plan being assessed, are considered in combination with
other plans and projects that may also be affecting the relevant European site(s).
Inter-relationship with the Local Plan HRA
The Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies has already
been through the HRA process, and the results detailed in the Cheshire West and
Chester Local Plan Publication Draft (Part 1) Strategic Policies Habitat Regulations
Assessment Screening Report.
The HRA for the Local Plan (Part One) identified 12 sites to include within the HRA
as set out in table 3 below.
Table 3 – Natura 2000 sites relevant to the Local Plan (Part One)
European site
Oak Mere SAC
Midlands Meres and
Mosses Ramsar site
West Midlands Mosses
SAC

Reason for inclusion
Located within Cheshire West and Chester
Located within Cheshire West and Chester
Located partly within Cheshire West and Chester

River Dee and Bala
Lake SAC
Mersey Estuary SPA
and Ramsar
Dee Estuary SAC SPA
and Ramsar site

Liverpool Bay SPA

Berwyn and South
Clwyd Mountains SAC
Mersey Narrows and
North Wirral Foreshore
pRamsar and pSPA

Sefton Coast SAC

Ribble and Alt Estuaries
SPA and Ramsar site

River Eden SAC

Identified as a source of potable water for Cheshire West
and Chester and also the receiving watercourse for waste
water treatment works discharge
Located partially within Cheshire West and Chester
Downstream of the River Dee which is identified as a source
of potable water for Cheshire West and Chester.
Development in the Borough also creates potential water
quality pathways.
Located immediately downstream of the Mersey Estuary.
There is therefore a potential water quality pathway through
sewage effluent discharges, air quality from transport plans,
disturbance of birds and recreational pressure
Included at the request of Natural Resources Wales
Located within Merseyside downstream of the Mersey
Estuary SPA/Ramsar site. There is a direct link to
development in through water quality
Located within Merseyside and linked to development in
Cheshire West and Chester through recreational pressure
and water quality
Located within Merseyside and is an indirect link to
development in Cheshire West and Chester through water
quality and recreational pressure
Haweswater Lake (to which the River is hydrologically
connected) is likely to form part of the future water supply for
Cheshire West and Chester.

The HRA undertaken for the Local Plan (Part One) forms the baseline for the HRA
screening assessment of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan. The main
consideration is the potential effects of the Neighbourhood Plan over and above
those already assessed for the Local Plan. The Local Plan was screened out through
this process, as not leading to a likely significant effect on European Sites.
It is considered that as long as the proposed policies of a Neighbourhood Plan do
not alter the strategic policy framework assessed in the Local Plan Part One Habitats
Regulation Assessment Screening Report then an additional separate full screening
exercise on the Neighbourhood Plan will not be required. However, if the
Neighbourhood Plan does change the strategic policy framework then a separate
Habitats Regulation Assessment Screening Report to assess the effect on European
Sites would be required.
Whether the Neighbourhood Plan alters the policy position for the area is set out in
table 4 below. The Draft Neighbourhood Plan policies have been renumbered and
re-drafted between the December 2015 version which was subject to the initial SEA
Screening. The detailed changes are set out at Appendix 1 of this report.

.
Table 4: Screening of policies for altering Local Plan Policy
Policy

Change in policy position in
the Local Plan and policies
to be retained? Y/N

Village Character
VC1

No

VC2

No

VC3

No

VC4

No

VC5

No

VC6

No

VC7

No

VC8

No

Housing Location and Traffic
HL1

No

HL2

No

Sustainability and Local Need
S&LN1

No

S&LN2

No

S&LN3

No

Building Sustainability
BS1

No

Landscape and Protected Areas
L&PA 1

No

L&PA 2

No

L&PA 3

No

Wildlife

W1

No

W2

No

General
G1

Yes: As identified in the
Screening Opinion, this policy
specifies the weighting to be
attached to the issues when
determining planning
applications in Davenham
including: the loss of green
fields, social and welfare
benefits, local employment
opportunities.

G2

No

Context
There are 18 European designated sites identified within a 15km buffer from the
boundaries of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan. There are 14 Ramsar sites, split
between Midland Meres & Mosses Phase 1 (6 sites), Midland Meres & Mosses
Phase 2 (5 sites) and Rostherne Mere (3 sites). 3 SAC’s, West Midlands Mosses
and Oak Mere (1). These are shown in Map 2 below.

Outcome of high level screening
1. Is the Neighbourhood Plan directly connected with, or necessary to the
management of a European site for nature conservation?
No
2. Does the Neighbourhood Plan propose new development or allocate sites for
development?
No - The Draft Neighbourhood Plan sets out how new development should come
forward in the Davenham Neighbourhood Area, within the context of the adopted
Local Plan (Part One) (2015) policies and retained policies of the Vale Royal
Borough Local Plan (2006). It reflects the quantum of development set out at the
Local Plan level and does not allocate sites for development.

3. Are there any other projects or plans that together with the Neighbourhood Plan
could impact on the integrity of a European Site?
No, the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One) Strategic Policies and
the retained policies in Vale Royal Borough Local Plan are relevant plans, but
the HRA of the Cheshire West and Chester Local Plan (Part One) identified that
it could be screened out as not leading to a likely significant effect on European
sites.
4. Are there any potential impacts on the integrity of a European Site?
The Neighbourhood Plan will not work in isolation and will be used alongside
other development plan policies including the Local Plan Part One and retained
policies in the existing Vale Royal Local Plan for determining planning
applications for new development. The quantum of development to come
forward in Davenham in the future will be set by Local Plan policy. The
Neighbourhood Plan will guide how this should come forward locally.
There are no specific issues highlighted in the HRA of the Local Plan in relation to
Davenham , although there are other more general potential impacts highlighted as a
result of the quantum and location of development proposed for the borough as a
whole in the Local Plan Part One. However, it is considered there are sufficient
mitigation and control measures in the policy framework of the Local Plan Part One
to avoid and mitigate any of these adverse effects on the integrity of European in the
Local Plan.
Therefore, it is considered that any proposals coming forward for Davenham in
accordance with the Neighbourhood Plan would not result in a likely significant effect
on a European site than already identified and assessed through the Local Plan Part
One Habitats Regulation Assessment Report.

Conclusion
The Screening Determination made by Cheshire West and Chester Council is that
the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan is unlikely to have an adverse effect on a
European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations
2010 (d), alone or in combination with other plans and projects. As such, a separate
full screening exercise and Habitats Regulations Assessment are not considered to
be required.

Map 2- European Designations within a 15km distance of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan Area

Appendix 1: Overview of policies and identified effects of the Davenham Neighbourhood Plan
Some of the Draft Neighbourhood Plan policies have been renumbered, re-drafted, incorporated within other policies or deleted
since the version which was subject to the initial SEA Screening and consultation in December 2015. There are however no
changes to the identified effects arising from these working amendments.
The amended policies are shown in italics underneath the original draft policies which were subject to the SEA Screening in
December 2015. The revised policies have been re-assessed and the identified potential effects and relationship to Local Plan
policies are shown in italics in the table below:
Policy reference

Draft Policy VC1

Summary of policy

In keeping with small scale
development and to help preserve
existing character, individual new
housing developments within
Davenham Parish should be for no
more than 25 units. Related
applications for the same site,
adjacent site or sites with a shared
access point, must not collectively
exceed the initial 25 unit limit and
should be phased so as to ensure
that the resultant development does
not have the appearance or effect of
a single larger development in that
location.

Identified potential effects of policy
(taking into account SEA topics of
biodiversity, population, human health,
fauna, flora, soil, water, air, climatic
factors, material assets, cultural
heritage and landscape).


Impact upon existing cultural
heritage and landscape

Relationship to the Local Plan (Part
One) Strategic Policies and policies
to be retained in the Vale Royal
Borough Local Plan.

STRAT2 and STRAT5 in the Local
Plan Part One.

The character of new housing
developments should reflect the
previous organic growth of
Davenham and not result in large
‘estate’ type areas of similar
appearance. Instead, new
developments should contribute to
creating sociable and inclusive
neighbourhoods that respond to the
village character and strengthen the
existing community.



Impact upon existing cultural
heritage and landscape



Protection of the character of the
village.



Positive impacts of design on
human health.



STRAT2 and STRAT5 in the
Local Plan Part One seek to
protect
the high quality
environment of CWaC and
maintain the character and
individuality of the settlements
which form the wide built up
area of Northwich.



ENV6 of the Local Plan (Part
One) identifies the need to
respect local character.



SOC5 of the Local Plan (Part
One) supports proposals that
incorporate improvements to
health and well-being.



BE1 of the Vale Royal Local
Plan seeks to safeguard and
improve the quality of the
environment.

VC1
New residential development should
therefore ideally be delivered as
schemes with a maximum of 25
houses. Related applications for the
same site, adjacent site or sites with
a shared access point should not
collectively exceed the initial 25 unit
limit. Where a scheme exceeds this
number then different areas of
distinct and discernible character,
each no larger than 25 homes, must
be designed into the scheme.

Draft Policy VC2

The Open Countryside and Local
Green Space between Davenham
Village and other settlements is to be
maintained with no further
development outside of the defined
settlement boundary.



Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and
landscape.

ENV2 – Landscape
GS5 – VRBC Retained Policy


The Countryside and Local Green
Space between Davenham Village
and other settlements is to be
maintained with no further
development outside of the defined
settlement boundary, other than that
considered appropriate under STRAT
9 of the CWAC Local Plan



Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and
landscape.
Protection and enhancement of
the landscape.



Retention and protection of views.



Protection and enhancement of
biodiversity.



Improvement to human health
through increased walking and
cycling.

VC2

STRAT9 – protects the character and
beauty of the countryside
Policy ENV2 Landscape – support the
designation of Local Green Space
Policy ENV3 of the Local Plan (Part
One) supports the creation,
enhancement, protection and
management of a network of high
quality multi-functional Green
Infrastructure.
Policy ENV4 of the Local Plan (Part
One) identifies the importance of
safeguarding and enhancing
biodiversity.
Policy GS5 of the Vale Royal Local
Plan seeks to protect the character
and appearance of the open
countryside.

Draft Policy VC3

VC3

The design of new development must
ensure that it does not detrimentally
impact on the character of Davenham
Village centre including, but
not limited to, visual impact, services
and through
traffic.
To protect the character and identity
of Davenham Village and maintain



Protection and enhancement of ENV6 – High Quality Design
existing cultural heritage and BE1 – VRBC Retained Policy
landscape.



Protection and enhancement of STRAT9 – protects the character and
existing cultural heritage and beauty of the countryside

the green spaces between
settlements, this Plan designates a
limited number of carefully selected
areas of land as Local Green Space.
These areas border the settlement
boundary and are special to the
people of Davenham and Whatcroft.

landscape.





Policy ENV2 Landscape – support the
designation of Local Green Space

Protection and enhancement of
Policy ENV3 of the Local Plan (Part
the landscape.
One)
supports
the
creation,
Retention and protection of views.
enhancement,
protection
and
Protection and enhancement of management of a network of high
biodiversity.
quality
multi-functional
Green
Infrastructure.
Improvement to human health
through increased walking and Policy ENV4 of the Local Plan (Part
One) identifies the importance of
cycling.
safeguarding
and
enhancing
biodiversity.
Policy GS5 of the Vale Royal Local
Plan seeks to protect the character
and appearance of the open
countryside.

Draft Policy VC4

VC4

Proposed development must be of a
high quality design, incorporating
local materials and complement the
built character of Davenham Village.
The proposal must relate closely to
the form, scale and styles in the
immediate vicinity of the site.



The layout of and access to new
residential and commercial
development must not detrimentally
impact on the historic Village centre
including, but not limited to, visual



Protection and enhancement of ENV5 – Protects the borough’s unique
existing cultural heritage and and significant heritage assets
including their setting.
landscape



Protection of the character of the ENV6 of the Local Plan (Part One)
identifies the need to respect local



Benefits to population and human ENV6 – High Quality Design
health.
BE1 – VRBC Retained Policy
Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and
landscape

impact, services and through traffic.
Proposals for new development,
including change of use, must where
appropriate, meet the following
criteria:
•have adequate vehicular access
arrangements onto the highway






•be appropriate in terms of impact on
the local highway network capacity
and road safety

village.

character.

Potential impact on climate
through carbon reduction by
promoting the use of public
transport.

STRAT10 – sets the criteria for new
development in terms of access and
parking provision.

BE1 - Vale Royal Local Plan - states
that development should incorporate
Improving safety
adequate arrangements for access,
Management and mitigation of
servicing, safe vehicular access and
traffic impacts
egress arrangements and safe
pedestrian access.

•provide adequate vehicular and
cycle parking in accordance with
standards adopted by CWAC
•be appropriately accessed by public
transport
•make provision for the safe and
efficient movement of the mobility
impaired, pedestrians and cyclists.

Draft Policy VC5

VC5

In keeping with existing buildings,
new development should be of
modest height (no more than 2
storeys high) and windows in roofs
should be within the roof plane.



Proposed new buildings must be of a
high quality design, incorporating





Benefits to population and human ENV6 – High Quality Design
health.
BE1 – VRBC Retained Policy
Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and
landscape
Benefits to population and human ENV5 – Protects the borough’s unique
and significant heritage assets

local materials and detailing, and
complement the built character of
Davenham Village. The proposals
must relate closely to the form, scale
and styles in the immediate vicinity of
the site, and should fully consider the
impact on the significance and setting
of surrounding heritage assets, both
designated and undesignated.

Draft Policy VC6

VC6

VC7

Improvements to the current housing
stock are encouraged. Replacement
dwellings or extensions to existing
dwellings would generally be
acceptable provided such proposals
comply with the policies in this
Neighbourhood Plan
Alterations and extensions to existing
buildings must be carefully designed
and implemented to ensure that any
positive character of the building, and
its contribution to the character of the
wider area, is not harmed and that
any impact on significant heritage
assets and their setting is minimised.
The cumulative impact of small
changes should be assessed and
considered as this can be detrimental
to the character of the area if not
carefully controlled.
New development should be of
modest height, in keeping with
existing buildings in the immediate
vicinity. Windows in roofs should be

health.


including their setting.

Protection and enhancement of ENV6 – promotes sustainable, high
existing cultural heritage and quality design and construction which
respects local character.
landscape
BE1 – Vale Royal Local Plan –
proposals for all new development will
be expected to achieve a high
standard of design.







Benefits to population and human ENV6 – High Quality Design
health.
H8 – VRBC Retained Policy
Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and
landscape.
Benefits to population and human ENV5 – Protects the borough’s unique
and significant heritage assets
health.
including their setting.
Protection and enhancement of
existing cultural heritage and ENV6 – promotes sustainable, high
quality design and construction which
landscape.
respects local character.
BE1 – Vale Royal Local Plan –
proposals for all new development will
be expected to achieve a high
standard of design.




Benefits to population and human ENV5 – Protects the borough’s unique
and significant heritage assets
health.
including their setting.
Protection and enhancement of

within the roof plane.


VC8

Improvements to the current housing
stock are encouraged. Replacement
dwellings or extensions to existing
dwellings would generally be
acceptable provided such proposals
comply with the policies in this
Neighbourhood Plan and the CWAC
Local Plan. Replacement dwellings in
the open countryside must no larger
than those formerly on the site.
All new development must be either
within the defined settlement
boundary or on a brownfield site.










Draft Policy HL1

and ENV6 – promotes sustainable, high
quality design and construction which
respects local character.
Protection of the character of the
BE1 – Vale Royal Local Plan –
village.
proposals for all new development will
be expected to achieve a high
standard of design.
existing cultural
landscape





heritage

Benefits to population and human STRAT1 – encourages the us and
redevelopment
of
previously
health.
developed land and buildings in
Protection and enhancement of
sustainable locations.
existing cultural heritage and
STRAT9 – allows for replacement
landscape
buildings and the re-use of existing
Protection of the character of the
rural buildings in the countryside,
village.
outside of the settlement boundary.
STRAT2 – Strategic Development in
the Local Plan Part One in relation to
Benefits to population and human
the use and redevelopment of
health.
previously developed land and
Loss of greenfield land and soil buildings in sustainable locations and
loss.
minimising the loss of greenfield land
and high grade agricultural land.
Negative or positive impacts upon
existing cultural heritage and
landscape
Biodiversity loss.

Environmental impacts of the
development
e.g.
flooding;
increased water consumption; air

quality damage etc
All new development must be either
within the defined settlement
boundary, other than that considered
appropriate under STRAT 8 & 9 of
the CWAC Local Plan.







HL1





Draft Policy HL2

Development of greenfield sites in
Davenham Parish should be avoided
unless such brownfield opportunities
are exhausted



Protection and enhancement of STRAT2 – Strategic Development in
existing cultural heritage and the Local Plan Part One in relation to
the use and redevelopment of
landscape.
previously developed land and
Biodiversity loss.
buildings in sustainable locations and
Benefits to population and human minimising the loss of greenfield land
health.
and high grade agricultural land.
Loss of greenfield land and soil STRAT5 seeks to maintain the
character and individuality of the
loss.
settlements which form the wide built
Negative or positive impacts upon
up area of Northwich.
existing cultural heritage and
STRAT9 – protects the countryside by
landscape
restricting development to that which
Environmental impacts of the
requires a countryside location.
development
e.g.
flooding;
increased water consumption; air
quality damage etc
Protection and enhancement of STRAT2 – Strategic Development in
existing cultural heritage and the Local Plan Part One in relation to
the use and redevelopment of
landscape.
previously developed land and
buildings in sustainable locations and
minimising the loss of greenfield land
and high grade agricultural land.

Draft Policy
S&LN 1

S&LN 1

Draft Policy
S&LN 2

Proposals for new housing, in excess
of five dwellings, must demonstrate
either that the existing service
capacity of Davenham Village
(including, but not limited to, school
places) will be sufficient to
accommodate increased need, or
provide a fully funded and credible
proposal for the provision of improved
infrastructure and services.
Particular regard should be given to
the cumulative impact of smaller
developments.
Proposals for new housing, in excess
of five dwellings, must demonstrate
either that the existing service
capacity of Davenham Village
(including, but not limited to, school
places) will be sufficient to
accommodate increased need, or
provide a fully funded and credible
proposal for the provision of improved
infrastructure and services whether
on site, through Section 106
contributions or through contributions
to the Community Infrastructure Levy.
Particular regard should be given to
the cumulative impact of smaller
developments.



Protection and enhancement of STRAT11 – Infrastructure
community
assets
and BE4 – VRBC Retained Policy
infrastructure



Protection and enhancement of STRAT11 – supports the timely
community
assets
and provision of additional facilities,
services and infrastructure to meet
infrastructure
identified needs, whether arising from
Impact on health and well-being
new
developments
or
existing
through provision of community
community need.
facilities.

New housing proposals must reflect
the housing need in Davenham
Village; i.e. smaller houses (3 bed or
less) and bungalows. There is a
negligible requirement for larger





Potential effects on population and
human health through provision of
a mix and type of new housing, to
meet specific needs.

SOC3 – supports mixed, balanced
and sustainable communities and
seeks to provide a mix of housing
types, tenures and sizes.



Provision of housing.



Provision of housing for older
people.

New housing proposals must reflect
the latest housing need assessment
for the Parish, as supported by the
Neighbourhood Plan Consultation i.e.
smaller houses (3 bed or less) and
bungalows. Presently there is a
negligible requirement for larger
properties.



Potential effects on population and
human health through provision of
a mix and type of new housing, to
meet specific needs.



Provision of housing.



Provision of housing for older
people.

The Neighbourhood Plan supports
the CWAC Local Plan policies for
affordable housing.
Affordable Housing to be developed
must be consistent with housing
types that are needed within the
Parish, as identified in policy S&LN 2.
The Neighbourhood Plan supports
the CWAC Local Plan policies for
affordable housing. Affordable
Housing to be developed must be
consistent with housing types that are
needed within the Parish, as
identified in policy S&LN 2.
All new residential developments are
encouraged to conform to the ‘Code
for Sustainable Homes’ (level 6) or
equivalent.



Potential effects on population and SOC1 – Affordable housing
human
health
through
the
provision of affordable housing.



Potential effects on population and
human health through the
provision of affordable housing.



Benefits to population and human STRAT1 - Sustainable development
health
ENV6 - high quality design and
Effects on Climatic factors and sustainable construction
Water - Contribution to developing BE1 – VRBC Retained Policy
renewable energy supplies.
Safeguarding and Improving the

properties.

S&LN 2

Draft Policy
S&LN 3

S&LN 3

Draft Policy
S&LN 4



SOC3 – supports mixed, balanced
and sustainable communities and
seeks to provide a mix of housing
types, tenures and sizes.

SOC1 - The Council will seek to
maximise the proportion of affordable
housing provided up to a target of
30%.

Quality of the Environment
BE21 – VRBC Retained
Renewable Energy

Draft Policy
BS1

BS1

Draft Policy

Proposals for new development must
consider the following and adopt as
many as practicable:
• Orientation and the impact on a
properties
potential for solar power
• Thermal insulation and its suitability
• Rainwater harvesting
• Lifecycle sustainability of
construction materials
used including transport distances
and manufacturing energy
requirements
• Ground heat source pumps
• Heat recovery from ventilation
• Photovoltaic and/or other solar
power
• Recycling of ‘grey’ water
• Water permeable drives and hard
standings
• Renewable fuels
• Roof pitches and usable roof voids
Proposals for new development must
be in line with current Building
Regulations

Any new development of five




Policy

Benefits to population and human STRAT1 - Sustainable development
health
ENV6 - High quality design and
Effects on Climatic factors and sustainable construction
Water - Contribution to developing BE1 – VRBC Retained Policy
renewable energy supplies.
Safeguarding and Improving the
Quality of the Environment
BE21 – VRBC Retained
Renewable Energy

Policy



Benefits to population and human
health



Potential impact on climate
through carbon reduction by ENV6 – promotes sustainable, high
quality design and construction.
energy efficiency standards.



Protection and enhancement of ENV2 – Landscape

STRAT1 -identifies the need to
mitigate and adapt to the effects of
climate change.

L&PA 1

L&PA 1

Draft Policy
L&PA 2

dwellings or more must provide green
spaces including, but not limited to,
wildlife mitigation areas to provide
natural buffers around the site - see
Appendix 6.

existing cultural
landscape.

heritage

and

SOC6- Open
Recreation

space

Sport

and



Continued open space provision RT3 - Retained VRBC
Recreation and Open Space
for local population



Protection and enhancement of
biodiversity.

All residential or commercial
development must, where warranted
by the size of the development and in
any case for 25 units or above,
provide green public open spaces to
a minimum of 20% of the site area,
with appropriate terms of
maintenance in place, including, but
not limited to, wildlife mitigation areas
to provide natural landscape buffers
around the site, (in particular
between existing properties and any
proposed new development)



Protection and enhancement of ENV2 – Landscape – seeks to protect
existing cultural heritage and and, wherever possible enhance
landscape
character
and
local
landscape.
distinctiveness.
Continued open space provision
SOC6- Open space Sport and
for local population
Recreation – seeks to protect,
Protection and enhancement of
manage and enhance existing open
biodiversity.
spaces.

Mature trees are valuable green
infrastructure. Design and layout of a
development site should aim to
incorporate existing trees into
communal or public open space as
opposed to garden land of individual
dwellings. Where it is not
possible to incorporate trees within
communal or open space, separation
distances between properties and
trees should take account of future
growth and potential shading.






Policy

ENV4 Biodiversity – development
should not result in any net loss of
natural assets.



Protection and enhancement of ENV3 – Green Infrastructure
existing cultural heritage and SOC6 - Open space Sport and
landscape.
recreation.
Protection and enhancement of Retained policy NE9 of the Vale Royal
biodiversity.
Local Plan.

L&PA 2

Draft Policy
L&PA 3

L&PA 3

Draft Policy
W1

Mature trees are valuable green
infrastructure. Design and layout of a
development site should aim to
incorporate existing trees into
communal or public open space as
opposed to garden land of individual
dwellings. Separation distances
between properties and trees should
take account of future growth and
potential shading. Planting of
appropriate replacement trees and
additional trees and soft landscaping
should be considered where feasible.
Development proposals must retain
and protect existing footpaths and
ensure that the most direct footpath
routes are retained throughout the
Village.
Residential development proposals
must retain and protect existing
footpaths and ensure that the most
direct footpath routes are retained
throughout the Village. The existing
footpath network should be extended
where possible.



All development proposals must
demonstrate that the mitigation
hierarchy has been adhered to in
relation to protected/priority species
and habitats (avoid, mitigate,
compensate).
Compensation measures should only
be agreed as a last resort when all
other avoidance and mitigation



Protection and enhancement of ENV3 – Green Infrastructure –
existing cultural heritage and supports increased planting of trees
and woodland, particularly in urban
landscape.
areas and the urban fringe.
Protection and enhancement of
biodiversity.



Potential effects on population and SOC6 – Open space Sport and
human
health
through
the recreation.
protection of local footpaths.



Potential effects on population and SOC6 – Open space sport and
human
health
through
the recreation - seeks to improve the
quality and quantity of open space
protection of local footpaths.
including public rights of way.



Protection and enhancement of ENV4 biodiversity and geodiversity
biodiversity.

strategies have been employed. All
mitigation/compensation measures
must secure long term funding for
ongoing habitat maintenance
work.

W1

Draft policy
W2



Protection and enhancement of ENV4 – Biodiversity and Geodiversity
– sites will be protected from loss or
biodiversity.
damage taking account of the
hierarchy of designations. Mitigation
and compensation will be required to
ensure there is no net loss of
environmental value.



Protection and enhancement of ENV4 biodiversity and geodiversity
biodiversity.

All built development proposals must
demonstrate that the mitigation
hierarchy has been adhered to in
relation to protected/priority species
and habitats (avoid, mitigate,
compensate). Where is can be
demonstrated compensation
measures should only be agreed as a
last resort when all other avoidance
and mitigation strategies have been
employed. Arrangements must be
secured for long term management /
maintenance work.

Developers are required to
demonstrate that ‘no net loss’ (and
ideally a net gain) of biodiversity
can be achieved using appropriate
evaluation methodologies. All areas
identified in this Neighbourhood Plan
as having high or medium
ecological value/distinctiveness will
require detailed evaluation at the
appropriate time of year for the
purpose of demonstrating no net
loss. In accordance with national and
local planning policies, development
on high ecological value priority

habitat should be avoided.

W2

W3



Protection and enhancement of ENV4 biodiversity and geodiversity –
development should not result in any
biodiversity.
net loss of natural assets, and should
seek to provide net gains. Where
there is unavoidable loss or damage
to habitats, sites or features because
of
exceptional
overriding
circumstances,
mitigation
and
compensation will be required to
ensure there is no net loss of
environmental value.



Protection and enhancement of ENV3 – Green Infrastructure
biodiversity.
ENV4 - Biodiversity and geodiversity
Benefits to Population and health
through the identification of wildlife
corridors.

Developers are required to
demonstrate and implement schemes
such that ‘no net loss’ (and ideally a
net gain) of biodiversity can be
achieved using appropriate
evaluation and protection
methodologies. All areas identified in
this Neighbourhood Plan as having
high or medium ecological
value/distinctiveness will require
detailed evaluation at the appropriate
time of year for the purpose of
demonstrating no net loss. In
accordance with national and local
planning policies, development on
high ecological value priority habitat
should be avoided. Any and all
identified newt ponds within the
Parish must be protected.
A Davenham natural wildlife corridor
network has been identified and
recognised in this Neighbourhood
Plan. Development within the
wildlife corridor network should be
avoided. Any development close to
the corridor must clearly demonstrate
that there will be no adverse impacts,
particularly in relation to noise,
lighting, surface water/pollution and
recreational disturbance. A 15
metre buffer zone to protect the
corridor is recommended.



Draft Policy
G1

Development proposals for two or
more properties must demonstrate
that the increases in traffic flow can
be accommodated taking into
account the daily working life and
traffic routes identified in this plan.
When analysing the benefits
generated by a development
proposal, each planning decision
should be on its merits with reference
to national and local policies and the
weight given to various policies will
vary with each site. The following
hierarchy is suggested:
• Loss of Green Fields can not be
out-weighed by any other type of
benefit generated by a development
proposal; economic or otherwise.

G1

• Social and welfare benefits (eg
open green spaces and community
facilities) outweigh economic
benefits.
• Short term benefits, e.g.
construction jobs have a negligible
weighting.
• The benefits associated with
employment from new residents only
have a weighting if the jobs exist in
the Northwich area.



–
Management and mitigation of STRAT10
Accessibility
traffic impacts.



Promotion of sustainable travel



New economic development and STRAT1 – Sustainable development –
seeks to enable development that
employment opportunities
improves and meets the economic,
Benefits to population and human
social and environmental objectives of
health.
the borough in line with the
Continued and enhanced open presumption in favour of sustainable
space
provision
for
local development.
population.






Protection and enhancement of
community
assets
and
infrastructure

Transport

and

Draft policy G2

G2

GS3

When analysing the benefits
generated a scheme the following
hierarchy is to be used:
1. Loss of Green Fields cannot be
out-weighed by any other type of
benefit generated by a scheme;
economic or otherwise.
2. Social and welfare benefits (eg
open green spaces and community
facilities) outweigh economic
benefits.
3. Short term benefits, e.g.
construction jobs have a negligible
weighting.
4. The benefits associated with
employment from new residents only
have a weighting if the jobs exist in
the Northwich area.
Developers will be required to put in
place a Benefits Realisation Plan
against which the benefits of their
proposals are measured



–
Economic
New economic development and ECON1
employment and enterprise
local employment opportunities



Benefits to population and human ENV2 – Landscape
health.
STRAT11 – Infrastructure



Continued and enhanced open SOC6 – Open space sport and
space
provision
for
local recreation
population.



Protection and enhancement of
community
assets
and
infrastructure



Benefits to population and human STRAT1 – Sustainable development –
seeks to enable development that
health.
improves and meets the economic,
social and environmental objectives of
the borough in line with the
presumption in favour of sustainable
development.

Developers are to put in place a
Benefits Realisation Plan against
which the benefits of their
proposals are measured with failure
to deliver those benefits leading to
significant recompense.



Benefits to population and human STRAT1 – Sustainable Development
health.

growth,

Appendix 2: Comments received during consultation on draft Screening
Report – December – January 2015/6
Agency

Date Consulted

Response

Environment Agency

10th December 2015

See correspondence
below

Historic England

10th December 2015

See correspondence
below

Natural England

10th December 2015

See correspondence
below

