
Christmas Wreath 
Making event 
8th December, 7:30pm 

Please join us in the village garden 
for the annual switch on of the 
Davenham Christmas Tree Lights. 
There will be music and carols from 
our local schools as well as free 
light refreshments for the children. 
You may also want to visit Santa’s 
grotto and treat yourself to an 
Organic burger or two from a local 
provider. The majority of the 
village shops will be staying open 
late and we may even have a stall 
or two for those little Christmas 
gifts.  Come and see what our 
village has to offer. 
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Christmas Lights 
4th December, 6pm 

A brand new community event 
held in the British Legion. Please 
bring along greenery from your 
garden and anything else that 
you’d like in your wreath (i.e. 
ribbons etc). A pair of secateurs 
might also be a good idea to cut 
your greenery. Ruth from the 
village florist will be on hand for 
professional advice and will supply 
the rings to build the wreath on 
(£1.50 for a 10” and £2 for a 12”).  
Enjoy a complimentary glass of 
mulled wine & an open bar! 
Everybody welcome. 

Your Parish Council 

For those of you who may wish to know more about your 
Parish Council, we thought we would take this 
opportunity to give you a quick overview or our 
Councillors and their role.  

Please see the Village notice board (in the village garden 
beside the Oddfellows) or www.davenhampc.org.uk for 
more current photos). 
 

The role of a Parish Councillor is varied, but often the 
powers that we have to make change are limited. Our 
hope is to be the first ‘port of call’ for Davenham & 
Whatcroft residents and we will always do our utmost to 
protect and develop our village in line with the wishes of 
the community.  Like you, all our Parish Councillors are 
residents of Davenham.  They are also all volunteers and 
do not get paid for the role. 

Continued on page 2 

Andy Duff 
 Chairman 

01606 49004 

Katie Mattinson 
Vice Chair 

07789 831288 

David 
Ravenscroft 

01606 43161 

Keith Carter 
07894 641549 

Gareth Peel 
07921 813837 

Suzanne Wilson 
01606 334326 

Cath Salt 
01606 352050 

Vicky Stock 
Parish Clerk 

07443 579057 

Brian Robinson 
01606 44826 

Arthur Wood 
01606 42711 
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The good news……  

As Cheshire West & Chester Council (CWAC) 
have now reached their 5 year housing supply, the 
planning applications for 53 dwellings off Jack 
Lane, 70 dwellings off Fountain Lane and 113 
dwellings at Hill Top Farm (off the Kingsmead 
side of the A556) have been refused! This is great 
news for the village, thank you to all who objected. 

 

The bad news…… 

There is still a possibility that the above 
applications could be appealed, although the 
housing supply number and CWAC’s emerging 
Local Plan do offer us some protection.  

Also, we have two new applications. 

14/03801/OUT - for 77 dwellings off Green Lane 

14/04524/FUL - for a further 52 dwellings, also off 
Green Lane/Green Avenue 

Please can we urge everybody in the village to 
support our Green Lane/Green Avenue 
neighbours and submit your views on these 
applications on the CWAC website on 
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk , just search 
the above reference numbers on the planning 
page. 

 

Every objection really does help. 

(Continued) 
Our main responsibilities are: 

To set the Precept for the village (a small 
amount of your council tax which goes towards 
maintaining village amenities). 

Own, administer, maintain and develop parish 
parks, playing fields, village garden, fountain & 
cenotaph. 

Comment on planning applications (although 
we are not the decision makers). 

Represent residents at a local level. 

We also hold monthly meetings, which are open 
for members of the public and press to observe. 
There is an open session 15 minutes before 
every meeting for residents to raise any specific 
issues.   

The next meeting is on Monday 5th January at 
7:30pm in Davenham Methodist hall (public 
forum 15 minutes before). Future dates can be 
found on the parish notice board in the village 
garden, or on our website 
www.davenhampc.org.uk 

Whilst we make every effort to represent the 
views and wishes of the community, final 
decisions in areas such as new building etc., lies 
with Cheshire West & Chester Council.   

For further advice, you can contact us either by 
attending one of our monthly meetings, calling 
us on the numbers above or by e-mail to 
clerk@davenhampc.org.uk 

So what’s happening in 
Planning? 

Butchers Stile &  
Laburnum fields 

It is great to see so many members of the 
community enjoying these facilities on a daily 
basis.  

Please note, for the safety and enjoyment of our 
community, any organised events on either field 
require prior approval from the Parish Council.  

Please see the notice board or website for 
further information. 
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What are we  
working on? 

 

Throughout the year there are a 
number of areas that the Parish 
Council concentrate on.   

Firstly, our main concern is the 
upkeep and general maintenance 
of village assets.  This year we had 
concerns about the quality of 
service received from our grass 
cutting vendor. We completed a 
review of suppliers, which resulted 
in us appointing a new company to 
undertake this task, providing a 
much better service. 

We have also replaced the old 
wooden Village noticeboard, 
which was badly rotten, with a 
new metal one which should last 
much longer.  We are currently 
looking to add a second board at 
the junction of Jack Lane & London 
Road, to serve the residents at that 
end of the village. 

In response to resident requests, a 
new 20mph speed limit has been 
put in place in the centre of the 
village.  A second phase is 
underway to extend the 20mph 
zone to include Mount Pleasant 
and associated roads. 

The path within Laburnum Road 
playing field was badly worn after 
5 years of wear.  The area has now 
been resurfaced.  We are also in the 
process of investigating the 
drainage issues at the top end of 
the field. 

And of course, our biggest ongoing 
project is the Neighbourhood Plan. 

CWAC - Community Governance 
Review 
Thank you to everyone who recently completed the CWAC 
Community Governance Review Questionnaire.  As a result of the 
review, a small change is being proposed to the Whatcroft end of 
the parish boundary. Please see the Parish Council website or 
notice board for further information. 
 

We have also had an opportunity to review comments in relation 
to how the Parish Council operates, with the areas of 
communication and accessibility being of concern to our residents. 
We hope this newsletter goes some 
way to alleviate those concerns. 

To mark the centenary of the start of the first world war, the 
Parish Council in conjunction with the War Memorial Trust 
have funded the cost of the refurbishment of the Cenotaph in 
the village centre.  

The planned work was approved by the trust and carried out 
by chosen contractor Quadrica following a tender submission 
managed by the Parish Council. 

The work was completed in time for the village Remembrance 
Day parade, which was held on Sunday 9th November. As 
always, it was great to see the large numbers of people who 
came to pay their respects to those from our village who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice. 

War Memorial refurbishment 

www.davenhampc.org.uk 



 

 

Newsletter for Davenham & Whatcroft November 2014 

 

As many of you will remember from our last village meeting, 
the CWAC draft Local Plan had Davenham categorised as a 
suburb of Northwich.  Members of the Parish Council 
attended the Local Plan hearings in Chester in July and put 
our case forward to have this amended. During the hearings 
we presented the results of our village questionnaire, which 
showed that 99.7% of residents considered Davenham to be a 
village and not a suburb of Northwich. We also submitted 
maps showing the village boundary and how this has 
changed in recent years after Kingsmead Parish was formed.  

The independent Inspector has since made some draft 
recommendations to amend the plan, but as yet the status of 
Davenham has not been mentioned. We have written to the 
inspector for further clarification and will update the website 
and notice board as soon as we hear anything. 

On a positive note, whilst we do not agree with this 
categorisation, the Local Plan itself does offer some 
protection to villages such as Davenham and we will 
continue to work with CWAC to ensure that any future 
development requests are in line with the Local Plan and the 
emerging Davenham Neighbourhood Plan. 

Village Status 

Useful contact details 
 
Rt Hon Stephen O’Brien MP - Member of Parliament for Eddisbury  
Tel: 020 7219 6315  
email: obriens@parliament.co.uk  
website: www.stephenobrien.org.uk   
Address: House of Commons Westminster London SW1A 0AA 
 

CWAC Chief Executive - Steve Robinson 
steve.robinson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
 

Davenham and Moulton Ward Councillors: 
Gaynor Sinar - gaynor.sinar@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
Elton Watson - elton.watson@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
Helen Weltman - helen.weltman@cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk  
 

Davenham Parish Council – www.davenhampc.org.uk 

Neighbourhood Plan 

Many thanks to all who completed 
their questionnaires and came 
along to the public meeting earlier 
in the year.  

We have assessed the results and, 
working with CWAC, are close to 
finalising the policies for the Plan, 
which we will make available at a 
public meeting in the near future.  

Further information on the next 
steps will be distributed shortly. 


